[Electrophysiological aspects of intermediate syndrome in organophosphate poisonings].
Acute organophosphate poisoning, whether accidental or suicidal, is frequent in developing countries and produces significant morbidity and mortality. Organophosphates inhibit cholinesterase activity at the neuromuscular junction and cause extensive muscle paralysis, particularly for respiratory function. Poisonings evolve in three stages: cholinesterase crisis, intermediate syndrome and delayed neuropathy. Electrophysiological aspects have been poorly studied. We report the case of a 25-year-old woman admitted to intensive care unit with muscarinic signs and respiratory failure after attempted suicidal organophosphate poisoning. Cholinesterase activity was low and the electrophysiological study disclosed the characteristic aspect of intermediate syndrome. The patient died due to septic complications. This syndrome is exceptional with a poorly understood pathophysiology. The electrophysiological study is essential for diagnosis.